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Executive summary

EDF Renewables ('the Applicant’) has carried out a full programme of community
consultation in support of its proposals for East Stour Solar Farm (‘the Scheme’). The Scheme
involves the development of a solar farm with a generating capacity of up to 49.9MW that
would connect to the national electricity grid at Sellindge Substation. The Scheme location is
across three areas of land. The northernmost of these areas is located between the M20 and
the HS1 railway line, the central area is located on Bested Hill to the west of Church Lane and
the final area is located to the east of Church Lane and to the south of an existing solar farm.

The Applicant’s proposals for the Scheme are the subject of a full planning application
submitted to Ashford Borough Council. If approved, this would enable the construction and
operation of the solar for a period of 40 years. At the end of the solar farms operating life,
the facility would be decommissioned and its site returned to its existing (agricultural) use.

The Applicant has appointed SEC Newgate UK to undertake a programme of community
consultation on the proposals, in line with Ashford Borough Council’s Statement of
Community Involvement (SCI) and the tenets of the Localism Act 2011. This document
explains the public consultation that has been carried out in relation to this application.

In line with Ashford Borough Council’s guidance, as set out in its SCl and its Planning
Guidance Note on large scale solar arrays (2013), the Applicant has consulted with the local
community and stakeholders across two rounds of public consultation. These public
consultations have taken account of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and guidance
provided by the Government. The first round of consultation during summer 2021 was
carried out remotely with a limited number of small, in-person meetings. The second round
of consultation in winter 2021 adopted a mix of in-person events and information made
available online through a virtual public exhibition.

To ensure that the public could take part in the consultation, the Applicant wrote to over
2,800 addresses in the area around the proposed Scheme at the outset of each consultation
to provide information on the proposals and to set out how those with an interest can take
part in the consultation. Each newsletter directed interested parties to view a virtual
exhibition available through the Applicant’s website (www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour).
A hard copy questionnaire was made available with the newsletter and hard copies of the
virtual exhibition and maps were made available on request through a dedicated Freephone
information line and Freepost address.

The Applicant has also met with close site neighbours, local parish councils and councillors
during both rounds of consultation. These discussions have helped to shape the Scheme
design as submitted. This has included meetings with Aldington and Bonnington Parish
Council, Smeeth and Brabourne parish councils, Sellindge Parish Council and Otterpool
Park LLP.
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During the second round of consultation, the Applicant held public exhibition events at
Aldington Village Hall and Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall. These events were attended
by over 70 people in total.

Pre-application cosultation was undertaken with officers of Ashford Borough Council and
Kent Downs AONB both through the formal pre-app sevice offered by Ashford Borough
Council and through direct consultation with officers.

The Applicant received 415 individual pieces of feedback over the two consultations: 254
during the first round of consultation, and 161 during the second. The Applicant is pleased
to have received such a significant volume of feedback and is grateful to all who took the
time to contribute. The feedback received has played an important part in shaping the
Scheme design, as set out within this document.

The most common themes to emerge through each round of consultation was concern at
the potential loss of agricultural land, general support for the proposals, concern for the
potential impact of the proposals on wildlife, concern at the Scheme’s visual impact and
suggestions that other forms of renewable energy would be superior to the proposed
Scheme.

The Applicant will continue to engage with the local community through the planning
process.

3 secnewgate.co.uk
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Background

Figure 1: Scheme boundary (shown in red lines)
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The site of the proposed East Stour Solar Farm is located on agricultural fields to the south of
the M20, north east of Aldington and south west of Sellindge in Kent. The site is split into three
areas of land. The northernmost of these areas is located between the M20 and the HS1 railway
line, the central area is located on Bested Hill to the west of Church Lane and the final area is
located to the east of Church Lane and to the south of an existing solar farm. These areas are
shown in red in Figure 1 above.

The proposed solar farm would include solar photovoltaic (PV) panels mounted in rows
alongside planting and ecological areas to mitigate its environmental effects. The PV panels
would use light from the sun to generate electricity for export to the national electricity grid. The
Scheme would connect to the national electricity grid at the Sellindge Substation. The Scheme
would have a generating capacity of up to 49.9MW, the Applicant is submitting a full planning
application to Ashford Borough Council. If consented, the Scheme would operate for 40 years
before being decommissioned. At this time, the land used for the Scheme would be returned to
its existing use.

The site is located within the Bircholt and Saxon Shore wards of Ashford Borough Council. It also
sits within the parishes of Smeeth and Aldington, and close to the parishes of Sellindge and
Lympne. Folkestone and Hythe district is located close to the site on the eastern side.
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In addition to the proposed East Stour Solar Farm, the Applicant’s battery storage team, Pivot
Power, is bringing forward proposals for a battery energy storage system (BESS) that would also
connect to the national electricity grid at the Sellindge Substation. The proposed location of this
facility is shown in green in Figure 1 on the previous page.

Pivot Power’s proposals will be the subject of a separate planning application submitted to
Ashford Borough Council. Each project is capable of operating independently in the event that
the other is not developed. However, in the event that both projects are consented, the two
facilities would share a grid connection to maximise efficiency.

5 secnewgate.co.uk
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Purpose of consultation

The Applicant recognises the potential impact that development has on local communities and
believes that local people should be involved in helping shape the environment in which they
live.

The importance of pre-application engagement is recognised in the Government's revised
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), updated in July 2021, which states that:

“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables better
coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the community”
(Section 39, page 13).

In accordance with the NPPF, the Applicant has undertaken a programme of consultation with the
local community, to ensure that local people have the opportunity to inform the proposals prior
to the submission of a planning application.

Against this background, the objectives of this engagement strategy and programme were as
follows:

e To meetthe requirements for pre-application consultation on major planning applications set
out in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and supporting guidance, including
the Council’s SCl and the Localism Act;

e To ensure that the local community and its elected representatives were informed and
consulted in respect of the proposed plans; and

e Todemonstrate how feedback has been incorporated in the revised proposals, and to explain
why not, if it has not been.

Effective community involvement should ensure that people:

e Have access to information;

e Can put forward their own ideas and feel confident that there is a process for considering
those ideas;

e Can take an active part in development proposals and options;

e Can comment on formal proposals; and

e Getfeedback and can be informed about progress and outcomes.

The Applicant is committed to fulfilling these principles and engaged SEC Newgate UK to co-
ordinate the public consultation.

6 secnewgate.co.uk
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Ashford Borough Council’s Statement of Community Involvement

Ashford Borough Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) was adopted in March
2020. This sets out the importance that the Council places on pre-application consultation. An
extract from the SCl is shown in Figure 2 below.

In addition to its SCI, Ashford Borough Council published a Planning Guidance Note on large
scale solar arrays in November 2013. An extract from this relating to pre-application
consultation is shown in Figure 3 below.

Figure 2: Ashford Borough Council's Statement of Community Involvement, p15

Before applications are submitted

54 Ashford Borough Council strongly supports pre-application discussion. Details
of the services we provide are available on our website
http://www.ashford.gov.uk/pre-application-advice and the major new
development pages which includes our ‘Charter’ for strategic and major
development proposals (viewable here: https://www.ashford.gov.uk/planning-
and-building-control/major-new-developments/major-sites-charter/). This
charter has the commitment of all the local agencies involved in the
development process, and sets in place a structured toolkit which aims to
encourage and quickly facilitate major planning applications from submission
to determination.

55.For applications at Chilmington Green there is a separate protocol, the
Chilmington Green Pre-Application, Application Handling and Delivery
Protocol. Please email planning.help@ashford.gov.uk for further information
about the charter or Chilmington Green protocol.

56. The council also works hard to inform and involve the wider community in
helping to create better quality developments and “place-making”. The council
encourages potential major developers to undertake pre-application
consultation with the local community on significant applications. This process
can serve to inform interested parties about the nature and scale of the
proposal and local people have an opportunity to comment before proposals
reach an advanced stage. Some major developments will also be subjectto a
design panel review. This is where experienced urban designers will provide
feedback and improvements on the design principles of the proposed
scheme.

Figure 3: Ashford Borough Council’'s Renewable Energy Planning Guidance Note 2, p29

V) Community Involvement

Community Involvement - Community involvement should be considered as an integral part of
the development process. The local community should be engaged, by the developer, at the
pre-design, conceptual stage, ideally utilising a local exhibition/presentation where community
views can be sought and recorded. A second exhibition/presentation should be arranged, by the
developer, some weeks prior to submission of the planning application. This second consultation
should allow sufficient time to seek community views/opinions, and take them into consideration,
prior to the submission of any final planning application. Any planning application should detail
the exhibitions/presentations, any views/representations received and how any planning
application was influenced/amended to accord with such representations.

The developer may also wish to undertake an exhibition/presentation following the submission
of a planning application.
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First round of consultation

Overview

The Applicant held a first round of consultation on proposals for East Stour Solar Farm between
12 July and 9 August 2021. The purpose of this round of consultation was to introduce the
proposals to, and to gain feedback from, the public. This ensured that the community had the
opportunity to inform the detailed design process from an early stage in the design process. The
consultation also asked for feedback on conducting a future round of consultation in autumn
2021.

The context of the Covid-19 pandemic and heightened public health restrictions meant that the
Applicant decided that this round of consultation should be carried out remotely. To ensure that
the public could participate in the consultation, the Applicant used a range of techniques to
consult. These included:

Issuing a newsletter detailing the proposals and feedback form to 2,871 addresses;
Launching a dedicated website page and virtual exhibition with a feedback facility;
Publicising a Freephone number, email, and Freepost address for enquiries;
Publicising the consultation in the print edition of the Kentish Express;

Issuing a press release advertising the consultation;

Holding two public Q&A webinars; and

Offering individual meetings with identified stakeholders and on request.

Prior to the start of the consultation, the Applicant invited local stakeholders to a briefing with the
project team where they would have an opportunity to discuss the proposals and any concerns.
The Applicant issued invites to a number of people including the ward and neighbouring ward
councillors in both the borough of Ashford and the district of Folkestone and Hythe, the relevant
cabinet members at Folkestone and Hythe and Ashford councils, as well as Aldington and
Bonnington, Sellindge, Lympne and Smeeth parish councils.

Meetings were offered through video conferencing, telephone or as a socially distanced in-
person meeting and could be arranged by telephone or email.

As a result, members of the project team held four briefings on the proposals:

9 July: Meeting with Folkestone and Hythe North Downs West ward councillor Cllr Jenny
Hollingsbee;

9 July: Meeting with Folkestone and Hythe councillors Douglas Wade, John Wing, Lesley
Whybrow, Jim Martin and Tim Prater;

12 July: Meeting with Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council and ClIr Linda Harman also
of Ashford Borough Council; and

13 July: Meeting with Sellindge Parish Council.

After a short presentation by the project team, members were invited to ask questions on the
proposals and raise any concerns that they had. Discussions centred on the following themes:

Transport and access to the site during construction

Existing infrastructure and developments in the area

The consultation process

The Applicant’s proposals to achieve a biodiversity net gain through the development

8 secnewgate.co.uk
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> Details of the solar PV panels and the battery energy storage system (BESS) proposed by Pivot
Power

> Construction timescales

> The potential impact of the proposed Scheme on the landscape and local heritage assets

> The Applicant’s proposals for a community fund

Consultation publicity

To publicise the consultation, the Applicant placed advertisements in print in the Kentish Express
on 15 July and online until 21 July. The adverts gave a high-level overview of the consultation and
detailed how people could get in touch with the project team, as well as how to view the virtual
exhibition and register for the Q&A webinar sessions.

The Applicant issued a press release which outlined the proposals, and the ways people could
get involved in the consultation and find out more. This was covered by Kent Online on 12 July
and publicised on their Facebook page.

Copies of the print and online advertisements are included in Appendix 1.

Consultation newsletter

A consultation newsletter was posted to 2,871 addresses in the area around the proposed site on
12 July 2021. A map of the newsletter mailing area can be found in Figure 4 below with the area
selected on the basis of encompassing key settlements rather than applying a fixed radius. In
addition to providing a summary of the proposals, the newsletter encouraged the community to
visit the dedicated project website (www.edf-re.co.uk/renewables/east-stour) and detailed how
the community could contact the project team and take part in online Q&A sessions. The reverse
page of the newsletter included a feedback form and each newsletter also included a Freepost
envelope to allow recipients to respond to the consultation.

Alternatively, people were invited to submit their comments through a dedicated email address
or by visiting the website and completing an online feedback form within a virtual exhibition
hosted on the website. Hard copies of the virtual exhibition and website were made available on
request through the dedicated Freephone line for anyone without access to the internet. A copy
of the consultation newsletter can be found in Appendix 2.

Figure 4: Mailing area with the Scheme site marked in red
/ = \\\:" l{ \"\\‘R “—'—‘:- OmemC-O000, : v n T -
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The Applicant launched a dedicated consultation page and virtual exhibition which hosted a
feedback facility. This was particularly important given the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
community consultation and public meetings. The website operated for the duration of the
consultation and is available to view at www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour.

The webpage directed people to the virtual exhibition, detailed the ways in which people could
respond to the consultation and hosted the recordings of the Q&A sessions held on 17 July and
22 July as detailed further below. The virtual exhibition detailed the Applicant’s proposals across
several themed exhibition boards covering topics including: the need, the site location, the solar
farm and grid connection, the environment, construction, the community, and next steps. It also
hosted maps of the proposed Scheme, as well as copies of the consultation materials and a link
to submit feedback via the online form.

Hard copies of the feedback form and exhibition boards were made available on request.
The Applicant is pleased that a large number of people engaged with the consultation website.

Images of the website and virtual exhibition are included in Appendix 4. The exhibition boards
which were featured within the virtual exhibition can be found in Appendix 5.

The Applicant sent an email to local councillors at district and county level at Folkestone and
Hythe, and Ashford councils inviting them to a meeting with members of the project team. In
addition to this, the Applicant wrote to Damian Collins MP, Aldington, Smeeth, Lympne and
Sellindge parish councils, and the Kent Wildlife Trust. A copy of this email can be found in
Appendix 3. The Applicant also wrote to the two closest neighbouring properties to offer them
individual meetings with the project team to discuss the proposals. The Applicant extended the
offer to neighbouring properties on request through the webinars and through the meetings with
parish councils held at the start of the consultation.

As a result, the Applicant met with four neighbours directly during this round of the consultation,
including residents of Church Lane. Each meeting covered a variety of topics including:

Development of the existing solar farm on Church Lane

The scale of the proposed East Stour Solar Farm

How the Scheme would be decommissioned at the end of its operating life
Grid connection capacity at the Sellindge National Grid Substation

The proposed community fund

The Applicant’s habitat surveys

The visual and heritage impacts of the proposed Scheme

Opposition to areas south of the railway line being used for development
Property values and rights over land

The Applicant also held two Q&A sessions in webinar format on 17 July and 22 July. During each,
members of the project team gave an overview of the scheme and invited questions from the
audience. Anyone who wished to attend the sessions could register through the consultation
website or by using the Freephone number. Two people attended each session. The sessions
were recorded and published on the consultation website.

10 secnewgate.co.uk
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Communication channels

Throughout both consultation periods, an email address and Freephone number were made
available for people to contact the project team, ask questions and submit feedback. Details of
these were included on the consultation newsletter and through the project website.

The communication channels will remain open and available throughout the planning process
should any interested parties have questions, queries or comments.

11 secnewgate.co.uk
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Consultation feedback: first round of consultation

First round of consultation

A total of 254 individual pieces were received by the end of the consultation on 9 August 2021.
Of the feedback received, 190 were returned through the post using the physical feedback form,
60 were received through the online survey and four were received by email.

Section 1: The Scheme

The first four questions asked respondents to indicate their sentiment on climate change,
renewable energy generation and on the proposals for East Stour Solar Farm. Respondents could
answer 'Yes', 'No’ or ‘Unsure’ to the following questions:

Question 1: Are you concerned about the effects of climate change?
Question 2: Do you support the generation of renewable energy in Kent?
Question 3: Do you support the development of solar farms?

Question 4: Are you supportive of East Stour Solar Farm?

Tables 1-4 set out the responses received for each of the four multiple-choice questions.

Question 1: Are you concerned about the effects of climate change?

Response Frequency

Yes 214
Unsure 16
No 19

A majority of respondents indicated that they were concerned about the effects of climate
change, totalling 214 out of 250 respondents (85%). 19 respondents said that they were not
concerned about climate change (7.6%), with a further 16 indicating that they were unsure (6.4%).

Question 2: Do you support the generation of renewable energy in Kent?

Response Frequency

Yes 200
No 24
Unsure 24

As indicated above, the most common sentiment expressed by respondents was that they were
supportive of the generation of renewable energy in Kent. These accounted for 200 of the 250
answers received to this question (80% of the total). 24 respondents were not supportive (9.6%),
with another 24 unsure.

12 secnewgate.co.uk
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Question 3: Do you support the development of solar farms?

Response ‘ Frequency

Yes 169
No 39
Unsure 39

Again, a significant majority of respondents were supportive of the development of solar farms,
with 169 respondents indicating support (67.6%). 39 respondents said that they did not support
solar farm development (15.6%), with a further 39 unsure (15.6%).

Question 4: Are you supportive of East Stour Solar Farm?

Response Frequency

Yes 127
No 77
Unsure 43

Just over half of respondents (50.8%) indicated that they were supportive of the proposals for East
Stour Solar Farm. An additional 43 respondents (17.2%) stated that they were unsure. 30.8% of
respondents said that they were not supportive of the proposals.

The following questions (questions 5, 6 and 7) provided an opportunity for respondents to explain
their answers and offer suggestions for the project team to consider when further developing the
Scheme design. Tables 5-7 provide a summary of the key themes raised for each question.

Question 5: Please use the space below to explain your answer to the previous questions

Question 5 invited respondents to explain their answers to questions 1 to 4.

Theme Frequency

Supportive of solar power and renewable 25
energy, so | support the proposal

We need to do more to combat climate 18
change, so | support the proposal

There will be a loss of agricultural land 17
There is already too much development in 12
the area

We need land to grow food/prioritise food 11

production over energy

13 secnewgate.co.uk
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Prefer this development over housing 10

The countryside should not be lost or ruined | 10

The scheme does not take into NPPF 8
guidance in ensuring conservation of
heritage assets, and the site in the setting of
historic assets will cause substantial harm.

Solar panels should be installed on buildings | 8

It is too big 8

The most common response theme to Question 5 was that respondents supported the proposals
because they were supportive of solar power and renewable energy more generally. The next
most common response was similar, with respondents expressing that they supported the
proposals because of the need to combat climate change.

Another common theme expressed was concern at the impact of losing agricultural land to solar
development, with some feeling that this would create a reduction in food production. This was
also raised in the context of the perceived overdevelopment of the area and loss of green spaces
generally. Many living in close proximity to the proposed site raised the potential impact on
heritage assets, especially with regard to Church Lane.

14 secnewgate.co.uk
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Question 6: What do you think we need to consider in preparing our detailed design for
East Stour Solar Farm?

Question 6 invited respondents to suggest things that the project team should consider in
preparing the detailed design for the proposed solar farm.

The most common themes received in response to this question are set out in Table 6 below.

Theme Frequency

Embed protection/mitigation for plants and 18
wildlife

Keep traffic to a minimum and embedding 16
traffic control measures into the design

The general impact on the community and 14
villages

The impact on wildlife 13
Creating and maintaining walking routes for | 12
locals

The impact on the local community during 10

the construction

Use trees and hedgerows to disguise the 10
solar farm

General impact on the environment 10
Embed sensitivity to your design and 9

operation to be less intrusive on the
countryside.

Allow livestock such as sheep on the site - 9
dual use of land

Public footpaths should not be removed 8

The scale of the project 8

The most common response theme to Question 6 was that protections or mitigation measures for
plants and wildlife should be embedded into the Scheme design. This was followed by keeping
traffic to a minimum and including traffic control measures in the proposals. A common theme
related to public footpaths within the proposed site boundary, with some concerned at potential
losses and others asking for more walking routes within the proposals. The impact on the
community during construction and operations was also raised in response to this question.

Question 7: Please share any other thoughts that you have here

Question 7 left it open for respondents to provide any further comments they had on the
proposals.

15 secnewgate.co.uk
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The most common themes received in response to this question are set out in Table 7 below.

Theme Frequency

buildings

Invest in alternative sources of renewable 8
energy

We need to retain agricultural land 6
Generally supportive of the proposals 5
Retain essential access for recreational 5
walking

Make sure to visually mitigate the scheme by | 4
planting trees/hedges

Will sheep be able to graze the site? 4
Itis quite large 4
Place this on non-productive land 4
Needs to be a commitment to return the site | 4
to farmland

This is a tick box exercise 4
Put solar panels on new builds or existing 4

This was the least answered question, with 57% of respondents choosing not to provide any
further comments. Those that did offered a variety of thoughts, but generally restated points
raised in response to questions 5 and 6. The need to invest in alternative sources or scales of
renewable energy was the most common theme raised, followed by the need to retain agricultural

land.

Section 2: The online exhibition and future consultation

The next section was only included on the online feedback form and asked online respondents
for their feedback on the virtual exhibition materials, as well as where they had found out about
the consultation. All respondents (those using both hard copy and online feedback forms) were

asked if they would attend a future consultation event in the autumn.

16
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Question 8: Where did you find out about the virtual solar farm exhibition?

Response Frequency
Letter in the post 38

Word of mouth 5

The newspaper 4

Online 2

EDF Renewables website 2

| was already aware 1
Facebook 1

Advised by EDF Renewables | 1

Almost two thirds of respondents who used the online form had found out about the virtual
exhibition from the mailout (63%). Other sources included word of mouth from a neighbour or
councillor (five respondents), the newspaper (four respondents) and online/the EDF Renewables
website (four respondents).

Question 9: Overall, has the exhibition been useful and informative?

Response Frequency
Yes 37

No 9

Unsure 14

37 of 60 online respondents said that they found the exhibition useful (61%), compared to nine
who did not (15%) and 14 who were unsure (23%).

17 secnewgate.co.uk
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Question 10: Which aspects of the virtual exhibition did you find useful?

Response Frequency
Maps 35

Leaflet 19
Information panels 16

Did not view 10

Press release 3

Respondents were able to select as many aspects of the virtual exhibition as they wished. Maps
were the resource that respondents found most useful and were selected 35 times, followed by
the leaflet (19 times) and the information panels (16 times).

Q11: Would you attend a public exhibition event locally if we were to hold one at our next
consultation in the Autumn?

Would you attend a public exhibition event locally if we

were to hold one at our next consultation in the Autumn?
160

140
120
100

80

60

40

20

0
No

Yes

Unsure n/a

All respondents were asked if they would attend a local public exhibition if one was held during
the next round of consultation. Most respondents (142) indicated that they would attend a future
public exhibition. 47 respondents said that they would not, while a further 59 were unsure if they
would attend.

18 secnewgate.co.uk



Section 3: About yourself

Do you live locally?

Response Frequency
Yes 240
No 7

Almost all respondents said that they lived locally.
Which age category do you fall into?

A breakdown of respondent by age is given in Table 12 below.

Age Frequency

20-29 1
30-39 11
40-49 24
50-59 45
60+ 163

‘SeCNewgaie
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Respondents were generally older, with 83% aged 50 or older. 65% of respondents were over

the age of 60.

Responses received by email

In addition to the 250 responses that used the Applicant's feedback form, three responses were

received by email. These covered the following themes:

Response Frequency

The scheme will encroach on an AONB

1

The scheme will encroach on significant heritage assets

House prices on Church Lane will be affected

Access to the site through Church Lane is not suitable for HGVs.

19
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The land used is not productive 1
Support for a dual use of land e.g., sheep grazing 1
Digital roadside display to see electricity generated 1
You should segment the age group 60+ further 1

The Applicant also received a written response from Kent Wildlife Trust which asked for future
consultation documents to highlight Backhouse Wood, which is a Local Wildlife Site. It also drew
attention to development areas north and south-east which are adjacent to ancient and semi-
natural woodland. The Trust expressed support for projects seeking to tackle climate change but

noted that developments should not negatively impact biodiversity within the site and in the
surrounding area.

20 secnewgate.co.uk
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Consideration of feedback: first round of consultation

The Applicant is pleased to have received such a large volume of feedback in response to the
Scheme. This has influenced, and will continue to influence, the content of the Applicant's
planning application.

The Applicant has responded to the key points raised in the consultation feedback below. Please
also see the later details on the second round of consultation which includes a summary of how
the Applicant has responded to the feedback that it received during its later public consultation.

Issue raised The Applicant’s response

Support for renewable energy The Applicant welcomes the significant level of
generation support shown for renewable energy generation.
This Scheme is being brought forward to help meet
the UK's legal requirement to decarbonise and
achieve net zero by 2050.

Concern about the impact of climate The Applicant shares concerns about the impact of
change climate change and is bringing forward its proposals
for East Stour Solar Farm to help the UK meet its
need for new, renewable forms of energy generation
and to meet its legal obligation to achieve net zero

by 2050.
Concern at the potential loss of The land proposed for use by the Scheme is
agricultural land currently in agricultural use. In line with local and

national planning policy, the Applicant has sought to
minimise the use of best and most versatile
agricultural land. This formed an important
consideration in the Applicant’s choice of this site.
The proposals will be predominantly sited on land
that is classified as grades 3b and 4. This land is not
considered to be best and most versatile. It is also
important to note that this Scheme is temporary in
nature and will operate for 40 years before being
decommissioned. At this time, the land will be
returned to its existing agricultural use. The cessation
of intensive arable cultivation over the lifetime of the
development will help to improve the structure and
quality of the soils.
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The proposals should consider local
heritage assets

The Applicant sought to locate solar panels in areas
of the site with less visual impact from local heritage
assets. In addition to this, the Applicant also carried
out an assessment of the Scheme's impact on local
heritage assets as part of the Environmental
Statement that it has submitted as part of its planning
application. This assessment has resulted in the
Applicant choosing not to locate solar panels within
certain areas of the Scheme boundary.

Local public rights of way should be
maintained and improved

During construction there will be some limited
restrictions on access across the site as the area is
prepared and panels are installed. After
construction, the Public Rights of Way crossing the
site will remain unaffected and neither panels nor
infrastructure will be placed across footpaths.

Natural screening and design should be
used to offset the visual impact of the
proposals

The Applicant has developed its design to take
account of comments relating to the Scheme'’s visual
impact and has located solar PV panels in areas of
the site to minimise the visual impact from
neighbouring properties. In addition to this, the
Applicant developed its design to incorporate a
number of areas of planting around the boundaries
of the sites. This has been shaped further by the
feedback received to the second round of
consultation.

Ecological enhancements should be
provided for local wildlife

The Applicant is proposing ecological
enhancements as part of its Scheme design and will
ensure that biodiversity on site is improved over the
operational lifetime of the solar farm. This has been
informed by the results of the Applicant’s ecological
surveys. The development is relatively limited in
extent and will retain most if not all existing habitats
across the site with large areas actively enhanced to
improve the quality of habitats and biodiversity.
Existing hedgerows and trees will be retained.

Construction traffic impacts on the local
community should be minimised

The Applicant has engaged with Kent County
Council in the development of a plan to manage
construction traffic. A draft Construction Traffic
Management Plan (CTMP) has been submitted as
part of the planning application. This details the
Applicant’'s proposals for transporting materials and
the construction workforce to and from the site
during construction. During construction, the
Applicant is proposing to access the site only from
the north of Church Lane. This is being done to limit
disruption to people living in Church Lane and
Aldington to the south of the proposed sites.
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Engagement between consultations

The Applicant continued to engage with stakeholders between the two rounds of consultation.
During this time, the Applicant met with the organisations/individuals outlined below.

Members of the project team met with representatives of Otterpool Park LLP on 17 August 2021
to discuss the proposed Scheme in the context of the proposals for Otterpool Park Garden Town.
Topics discussed included:

The expected timelines of each of the two projects

The energy needs of the proposed Otterpool Park Garden Town

The proposed East Stour Solar Farm’s consultation to date

The need to keep in touch to share information on project milestones

The project team met with Smeeth and Brabourne parish councils on 8 September 2021 to set
out the Scheme proposals and to provide an update on the feedback received during the first
round of consultation. Following the meeting, Smeeth Parish Council commented that it would
like to see the site remain with a secondary agricultural use, that subject to reviewing the results
of the Applicant’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) it would like to see pollinators used
on site and wanted assurances that the site would be environmentally friendly. The Applicant
took these comments forward in progressing its design.

The Applicant also met with a site neighbour on 9 September 2021. These discussions focussed
on potential treatments for their boundary with the solar farm, construction impacts and noise
during operation.
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Second round of consultation

Overview

The Applicant held a second round of consultation on proposals for East Stour Solar Farm
between 26 October and 29 November 2021. The purpose of this round of consultation was to
present detailed proposals and to gain feedback from the public following the further
development of its proposals since the first round of consultation. This ensured that the
community had the opportunity to inform the final design.

Given that the public health context had changed since the first consultation and a substantial
number of respondents to the first consultation had indicated that they would attend an in-
person exhibition, the applicant held two in-person public exhibition events, at Aldington
Village Hall on 2 November 2021 (47 attendees) and at Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall (26
attendees) on 3 November 2021.

More widely, to ensure that the public could participate in the consultation, the Applicant used a
range of techniques to consult. These included:

Issuing a newsletter detailing the proposals and feedback form to 2,923 addresses;
Launching a dedicated website page and virtual exhibition with a feedback facility;
Publicising a freephone number, email, and freepost address for enquiries;
Publicising the consultation in the print edition of the Kentish Express;

Issuing a press release advertising the consultation; and

Offering individual meetings with identified stakeholders and on request.

Pre-consultation meetings

Prior to the start of the consultation, the Applicant invited local stakeholders to a briefing with
the project team where they would have an opportunity to discuss the updated proposals. The
Applicant issued invites to a number of people including the ward and neighbouring ward
councillors in both the borough of Ashford and the district of Folkestone and Hythe as well as
Aldington and Bonnington, Sellindge, Lympne and Smeeth parish councils. Prior to each of the
public exhibition events, the Applicant held a one-hour dedicated preview for local councillors.

The Applicant also contacted neighbours living in close proximity to the site. Meetings were
offered through video conferencing, telephone or as an in-person meeting.

Consultation publicity

To publicise the consultation, the Applicant placed advertisements in print in the Kentish
Express on 28 October and online until 2 November. The adverts gave an overview of the
consultation and detailed how people could get in touch with the project team, as well as how
to view the virtual exhibition.

The Applicant issued a press release which outlined the proposals, the ways people could get
involved in the consultation and find out more.

Copies of the print and online advertisements are included in Appendix 6.
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Consultation newsletter

A consultation newsletter was posted to 2,923 addresses in the area around the proposed site
on 26 October 2021. This increased figure accounted for additional addresses built or
registered in the area during the intervening period. A map of the newsletter mailing area can
be found in Figure 4 on page 9. In addition to providing a summary of the proposals, the
newsletter encouraged the community to visit the dedicated project website (www.edf-
re.co.uk/renewables/east-stour) and detailed how the community could contact the project
team. The reverse page of the newsletter included a feedback form and each newsletter was
enclosed with a Freepost envelope to allow recipients to respond to the consultation. This
approach was replicated from the first round of consultation following the high volume of
feedback received.

Alternatively, people were invited to submit their comments through a dedicated email address
or by visiting the website and completing an online feedback form within the virtual exhibition
hosted on the website. Hard copies of the virtual exhibition and website were made available on
request through the dedicated Freephone line for anyone without access to the internet. A copy
of the consultation newsletter can be found in Appendix 7.

Public exhibition events

Two public exhibition events were held as follows:

Tuesday 2 November, 3.30pm-7.30pm at Aldington Village Hall, The Corner, Roman Road,
Aldington, Ashford, TN25 7EE. This event was attended by 47 attendees.

Wednesday 3 November, 2.30pm-6.30pm at Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall, Bircholt
Forstal, Lees Road, Brabourne, Ashford, TN25 5LF. This event was attended by 26 attendees.

Images of the public exhibition at Aldington Village Hall can be viewed in Appendix 8.

Consultation website and virtual exhibition

Upon launch of the second round of consultation, the Applicant updated its dedicated
consultation page and virtual exhibition. The virtual exhibition hosted a feedback facility with an
updated consultation questionnaire. The website operated for the duration of the consultation
and is available to view at www.edf-re.co.uk/renewables/east-stour.

The webpage directed people to the virtual exhibition, detailed the ways in which people could
respond to the consultation. The virtual exhibition detailed the Applicant’s proposals across
several themed exhibition boards covering topics including: an update since the first
consultation, the site location, the solar farm and grid connection, the visual and landscape
impact, heritage considerations, construction, the community, and next steps. It also hosted
plans of the proposed Scheme, as well as copies of the consultation materials and a link to
submit feedback via the online form.

Hard copies of the feedback form and exhibition boards were made available on request.

The Applicant is pleased that a large number of people engaged with the consultation website.
In January 2022 prior to submission of the planning application, there had been 1,121 unique
visitors to the site.
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Images of the website and virtual exhibition are included in Appendix 9. The exhibition boards
which were featured within the virtual exhibition can be found in Appendix 10 and a copy of the
plans of the updated Scheme design are in Appendix 12.

Ahead of the second round of consultation, the Applicant wrote to stakeholders that it met
during the first round of consultation inviting them to a meeting with members of the project
team or to attend one of the public exhibition events. A copy of this email can be found in
Appendix 11.

As a result, the Applicant met with five neighbours/landowners directly during this round of the
consultation, including residents of Church Lane. Each meeting covered a variety of topics
including:

The visual impact of parts of the proposed solar farm from St Martin’s Church, Aldington
The visual impact of the proposed solar farm

The scale of the proposed East Stour Solar Farm

Planting proposals around the project boundary

Property values and rights over land

Members of the project team also met with representatives of Otterpool Park LLP on 2
December 2021 to discuss the proposed Scheme in the context of the proposals for Otterpool
Park Garden Town.
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Consultation feedback: second round of consultation

Summary

A total of 161 responses were received by the end of the consultation on 29 November 2021. Of
the feedback received, 138 were returned by Freepost using the physical feedback form, 14
were received through the online survey, four were received by email and five during the public
exhibition events.

Section 1: The Scheme

The first two questions asked respondents to indicate their sentiment on the proposals for East
Stour Solar Farm. For the first question, respondents were asked to answer 'Yes', ‘No’ or ‘Unsure’
to the question ‘Do you support our proposals for East Stour Solar Farm?’. For the second
question, respondents were asked to explain their answer through an open text response box.

Q1: Do you support our proposals for East Stour Solar Farm?

Response ' Frequency

Yes 93 (59.2%)
Unsure 15(9.6%)
No 48 (30.6%)

59.2% of respondents indicated that they were supportive of the proposals for East Stour Solar
Farm which was higher than the response to the corresponding question in the initial round of
consultation (50.8%). 15 respondents (9.6%) stated that they were unsure. 30.6% of respondents
said that they were not supportive of the proposals (consistent with the response to the
corresponding question in the initial round of consultation (30.8%).

Q2: Please use the space below to explain your answer to the previous questions

Theme Frequency

Answer to Q1 - 'Yes'

Renewable energy is needed. 56
This is a suitable location. 19
The development will create environmental 8
benefits.

Answer to Q1 - ‘No’

Development will result in the loss of 20
agricultural land.

Solar farms are not the way to increase 13
renewable energy production.

There will be a negative visual impact. 12
The development will create environmental 9
harm.
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There is too much development in the area. 8 ‘

Respondents who indicated that they supported the proposals in their answer to Question 1
made comments that generally focussed on the need for renewable energy as part of the
solution to climate change and to achieving the UK’s net zero obligations. There were also a
number of comments indicating that the site’s location was suitable and that the proposals
would deliver environmental benefits.

Respondents who indicated that they did not support the proposals in their answer to Question
1 explained their answers with reference to visual impact, environmental harm and concern
about the location. The siting of the Scheme on land currently in agricultural was the most
commonly cited concern. There were also comments that solar farms were not the best method
to increase renewable energy production and others felt there was generally too much
development in the area.

Question 3: Do you have any comments on our design for East Stour Solar Farm?

Question 3 invited respondents to provide comments on the design for East Stour Solar Farm. In
total, 63 responses were received to this question. These responses spanned a wide variety of
themes. The most common themes received through these responses included:

The proposed development is too large.

The development should be kept well away on the far side of Bested Hill from the Church
using the area around the railway and motorway.

Solar development is unattractive and harms the character of the landscape.

This is the wrong location for such a solar farm.

The proposed design is acceptable given the location of the proposals.

It's imperative that public rights of way are maintained for those who regularly walk the
routes passing through the sites.

Hope that current public paths can be added to so that pedestrian routes in the area are
better linked.

Question 4: Do you have any comments on our Environmental Impact Assessment?

Question 4 allowed respondents to provide any comments that they had on the Applicant’s
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). In total, 62 responses were received to this question.
Again, responses spanned a wide variety of topics. The most common themes received through
these responses included:

The proposals could impact upon local wildlife and plants.

This proposal is adjoined by another in Aldington. How will the two projects take account of
one another?

Very little change seems to have been made to prevent the heritage asset and conservation
area from being harmed, especially the south facing slope behind Lower Park Farm and
Aldington Church.

The impact on the view from the area around Lower Park Farm appears to have been
ignored.

Support for the Scheme as proposed.

The site between the motorway and the railway is undulating, how will the solar panels be
"disguised" so as to reduce the visual impact of companies based in the area immediately

nardthbh-of+tha rathara?
moTaaTrourarce IQIIVV(]y.
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The proposals will result in the loss of farmland.
The level of cumulative development in the area is too much.
Will there be a loss of mature trees?

Question 5: Are there any other changes that you would like us to make in advance of
submitting our planning application?

Question 5 allowed respondents to provide comments on potential changes that they would
like to see to the design of the proposed East Stour Solar Farm. In total, 51 responses were
received to this question. The most common themes received in response to this question
included:

Reduce the size of the proposals.

Locate the proposals elsewhere.

The solar farm should be located as close as possible to the substation and railway line.
Ensure access to all existing footpaths is maintained.

Consult with the other solar farm proposal to limit the environmental impact through mutual
use of infrastructure.

Incorporate additional distance between the solar sites and neighbouring properties to the
south.

Locate the solar panels on alternative brownfield sites, such as the rooves of new
developments.

Question 6: Please provide any other comments that you have below.

Question 6 invited respondents to provide any further comments that they had. There were 48
responses received to this question in total. These comments included:

The benefits of the proposals do not outweigh the harm to the countryside.

There is too much development happening in the area.

There is a need for new forms of renewable energy generation.

Pleased that access to footpaths is being maintained.

Support the provision of nuclear energy as an alternative.

Wind power is better, preferably offshore.

Will the Scheme impact upon energy costs?

The Scheme should be located on a brownfield site, such as the rooves of existing buildings.
The community benefit fund should be provided to the neighbouring parishes.
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Section 2: About yourself

Question 7: Do you live locally?

Response ' Frequency
Yes 152
No 1

Almost all respondents to Question 7 indicated that they lived locally, as shown in Table 17.
Which age category do you fall into?
Respondents were asked to provide an indication of their age if they wished. A breakdown of

those who responded to this question by age is given in Table 18 below. Respondents were
generally older, with 88% aged 50 or older. 71% of respondents were over the age of 60.

Age Frequency |
20-29 2

30-39 6

40-49 10

50-59 25

60-69 42

70-79 44

80+ 15

Responses received by email
In addition to the 157 responses that used the Applicant’s feedback form, four responses were

received in a letter format that did not follow the Applicant’s questionnaire. These responses
made reference to the themes identified in Table 19 below.

Response Frequency

The proposals will cause harm to wildlife 2
Use of agricultural land is not appropriate 1
The proposals will impact on The Cowshed at Port Lympne 1
The proposals will cause a negative impact on visual amenity 1
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Consideration of Feedback: second round of consultation

The Applicant is pleased to have received such a large volume of feedback in response to the
second round of consultation. This has influenced the content of the Applicant’s planning
application.

In preparing the final application layout of the solar farm, and the accompanying application

documentation, the Applicant has responded to the key points raised in the feedback to the
second round of consultation in Table 20 below.

Issue raised The Applicant’s response

Why is the proposal sited on A full description of the site identification and
agricultural land and not on a iterative layout design process is described in
brownfield site? Chapter 3, Site Selection and Design of the

Environmental Statement (ES).

What impact will the proposals have on | Potential impacts on rights of way users have been
public rights of way both during assessed as part of Chapter 11, Landscape and
construction and operations? Visual Impacts Assessment (supported by
visualisations presented in Volume 4 of the ES,
Visualisations) and also assessed in Chapter 8,
Transport and Access of the ES.

Support for solar development in this Public perceptions of renewable energy and solar
location. energy specifically are considered in Chapter 15,
Socio-economics and Sustainability and the findings
of this report are summarised in Chapter 5 of the ES.

Do the proposals take account of the At the point of drafting, there were no other schemes
Stonestreet Green Solar Farm in the planning system. If any future schemes are
proposals? presented, then we will be required as part of the

planning process to undertake an assessment of
cumulative impacts.

The proposals must consider the The potential impacts on ecology, in terms of
potential impact on local wildlife and habitats, species and designations are assessed in
habitats. Chapter 10, Ecology of the ES.

The proposed solar farm encroaches Potential visual impacts on residents are assessed as
too close to neighbouring properties to | part of Chapter 11, Landscape and Visual Impacts
the south. Assessment with the assessment supported by

visualisations presented in Volume 4 of the ES.
Potential noise impacts are assessed in Chapter 13,
Noise. Potential impacts from glint and glare are
assessed in Chapter 14, Glint and Glare of the ES.
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The proposals are too visible from local | An assessment of potential impacts on heritage
heritage assets, particularly St Martin’s assets, including their setting is presented in Chapter
Church in Aldington. 12, Archaeology and Cultural Heritage and
supported by visualisations presented in Volume 4 of
the ES, Visualisations.

The proposed solar farm should be The potential impacts associated with the proposed
reduced in size. development at the scale of the proposed
development are assessed within the ES. The
national and local policy context against which the
proposals will be assessed are examined within the
Design and Access Statement and Planning
Statement which accompany the application.

Other forms of renewable energy The need for the development, the drivers in terms
generation are superior to solar such as | of the magnitude of effort required to decarbonise
nuclear and wind. the economy and meet legislated net zero carbon

emissions as well as the evolution of the UK energy
mix during this process are described in Chapter 2,
Development Rationale, Chapter 15, Socio-
economics and Sustainability of the ES and the
accompanying Planning Statement.

There is too much development in the The existing level of development within the study
area. area is considered as the baseline environment in
the ES assessments and the potential impacts
introduced by the proposal are assessed against this.
Where it has been judged that there is the potential
for significant cumulative impacts (in EIA terms), with
other proposals in the planning system, these have
been identified and assessed within the respective
ES chapters. The Planning Statement reviews the
development proposals and the impact assessments
against the existing context in terms of the local and
national planning framework and guidance.
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Appendices

Appendix 1 - Advertisement placed in Kentish Express and online (first consultation)

Public Consultation Find out more:

east.stour@edf-re.uk

EDF Renewables is proposing a new solar farm on land south of the RRIDC S Sk

M20 and north-east of Aldington, connecting to the National Grid at Take part in online Q&A sessions
Sellindge Substation. you can register on our website.

We want to hear your views and are consulting until 9 August 2021. ¢
“":eDF

renewables

. - "‘“EDF
Public Consultation b Becea

EDF Renewables is proposing a new solar farm

on land south of the M20 and north-east of
Aldington, connecting to the National Grid at
Sellindge Substation.

We want to hear your views and are consulting
until 9 August 2021.

Find out more:

www.edf-re uk/renewables/east-stour
gast.stour@edf-re.uk

0800 0194 576

Take part in online Q8A sessions, you can register on our website
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Public Consultation

EDF Renewables is proposing a new solar
farm on land south of the M20 and
north-east of Aldington, connecting to
the National Grid at Sellindge Substation.

It would be capable of generating up to
49.9MW of renewable electricity. This is
enough to meet the equivalent needs of
approximately 17,000 homes in the
Borough of Ashford every year.!

EDF Renewables, through its battery
storage team Pivot Power, is also
considering land between the East Stour
Solar Farm and Sellindge Substation for
a battery energy storage system.

S€CNewgate
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~'~eDF

renewables

We want to hear your views while we
are at an early stage in developing our
proposals and are consulting until

9 August 2021.

Following the consultation, we will
carefully consider all of the views we
receive, update our plans, and present a
more detailed design as part of a further
consultation in Autumn 2021.

Find out more

View a virtual public exhibition at
our project website:
www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

Take part in online Q&A sessions,
currently scheduled for Saturday
17 July, 2:00pm and Thursday
22 July, 7:00pm. You can register
to take part at our website.

Contact us directly on
east.stour@edf-re.uk

or 0800 0194 576 and ask for a hard
copy of the exhibition to be posted
to you.

1. Based on European Commission, Photovoltaic GIS (PVGIS-SARAH) initial site production estimate and average domestic electricity consumption
per Ashford Borough Council household (DBEIS, 2020). Numbers presented to three significant figures.
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Appendix 2 - Consultation newsletter (first consultation)

q
L
-~ EDF

renewables

INTRODUCING EAST
STOUR SOLAR FARM

EDF Renewables are proposing a new
solar farm on land south of the M20 and
north-east of Aldington, connecting to
the National Grid at Sellindge substation.

We want your views while we are at an early stage in developing
our proposals. This leaflet introduces the East Stour Solar Farm
and sets out how you can respond to a public consultation on

our proposals.

What is proposed?

East Stour Solar Farm would use

photovoltaic (PV) panels to generate electricity
from the sun. These would be mounted on the
ground in rows. They would be set at an

angle of around 20 degrees, with a

maximum height of 3 metres and gaps
between the rows. The panels would be
surrounded by a two metre high deer fence
with a field gate at the site entrance.

The solar farm would connect to the National
Grid at the existing Sellindge substation.

EDF Renewables, through its battery storage
team Pivot Power, is also considering land
between the East Stour Solar Farm and
Sellindge Substation for a battery energy
storage system.

We currently expect the battery storage to
come forward as a separate planning
application but recognise that they are related

and will share a common grid connection. We
will be making sure that both schemes can be
built separately and there are no additional
impacts as a result of developing both schemes.

Where is it?

The East Stour Solar Farm site is located across
several fields south of the M20 motorway,
totalling approximately 102ha (252 acres).

We think this is an excellent location for a new
solar farm because there are no historic,
ecological or landscape designations within the
site. It is also suitably sunny and next to the
existing substation at Sellindge, where it

could connect to the National Grid.

Who are EDF Renewables?

EDF Renewables is a leading renewable energy
developer and operator in the UK. For more
information, please see our website:
www.edf-re.uk
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We carefully consider the environmental characteristics of a potential site when

preparing proposals for a solar farm.

This involves carrying out surveys and
assessments to understand potential impacts
from development and any need for mitigation
measures. Our site design will be informed by
these assessments.

Building and running the solar farm
The construction process would take
approximately 9 months. During this period,
there would be a temporary compound for
storage, worker welfare facilities and a site
office. We would agree a Construction
Management Plan with Ashford Borough
Council setting out how we will manage
construction activities.

Once operational, East Stour Solar Farm would
be monitored and operated mostly remotely.
Checks would take place monthly with staff
accessing the site in a light vehicle.

Community and wider benefits

The East Stour Solar Farm would be able to
generate up to 49.9MW of electricity. This is
enough to meet the equivalent needs of
approximately 17,000 homes in the Borough of
Ashford every year' and offset approximately
16,100 tonnes of carbon in emissions?. We also
expect to put in place a community fund worth
up to £20,000 a year over the lifetime of the
scheme, as well as improving biodiversity and
soil health.

oot secricn carsummn ptAahrBoush Counch hexsehold (B3, 2020 Nmbers st o

three significant figures.
2. Based on UK Government GHG Conversion Factars for Company Reporting (DBEIS, 2021)

Share your views

We are consulting on our proposals until

9 August 2021. Under normal circumstances,
we would invite people living near the scheme
to public exhibitions — but we have decided not
to do so in this case due to the ongoing
uncertainty created by COVID 19.

We are making a range of other ways to find
out more and respond to the consultation
available. You can:

View a virtual public exhibition at
our project website:
www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

If you do not have internet access and would
like to view hard copies of the materials, please
contact us using the details below and we will
post a copy to you.

Take part in online Q&A sessions, currently
scheduled for Saturday 17 July, 2:00pm and
Thursday 22 July, 7:00pm. You can register to
take part through our website.

Contacting us directly on east.stour@edf-re.uk
or 0800 0194 576

You can share your views on our proposals by
completing the final page of this leaflet and
returning it using the enclosed Freepost
envelope. Alternatively, you can visit our
website and complete a questionnaire by the
deadline of 9 August 2021.

What happens next?

This is our first round of consultation.
Once it closes on 9 August 2021, we
will carefully consider all of the views we
receive, update our plans, and present a
more detailed design as part of a further
consultation in Autumn 2021. We would
then seek planning permission from
Ashford Borough Council later in

the year.

N
rstock
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This survey
You can complete this questionnaire and return it in the enclosed Freepost envelope by
9 August 2021. Alternatively, the survey can also be completed online at

www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

You can also return this by post to: FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY,
c/o SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE

Please only answer the questions that you want to.

1. The project
Q1: Are you concerned about the effects of climate change?

Yes D No I:‘ Unsure I:'

Q2: Do you support the generation of renewable energy in Kent?

Yes I:‘ No D Unsure D

Q3: Do you support the development of solar farms?

Yes D No |:| Unsure I:l

Q4: Are you supportive of the East Stour Solar Farm proposal?

Yes I:‘ No |:| Unsure D

Q5: Please use the space below to explain your answer to the previous question.

Q6: What do you think we need to consider in preparing our detailed design for
East Stour Solar Farm?
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Q7: Please share any other thoughts that you have here.

2. Future consultation
We will be presenting a more detailed design at a further round of consultation in Autumn 2021.

It is likely that we will be able to hold public meetings at that time.

Would you attend a public exhibition event locally if we were to hold one at our next consultation
in the Autumn?

Yes D No D Unsure D

3. About yourself
Do you live locally?

Yes| | Mo |

Are you responding as a representative of any organisation or group?

Yes D No D If so, which organisation?

f you'd like us to speak to your organisation, let us know by contacting us on
Freephone 0800 0194 576 or east.stour@edf-re.uk and we can arrange to do
this virtually.

If you're local please provide your postcode, so we can
analyse whether we're reaching local people.

What age category do you fall into?

Under 20 D 20-29 D 30-39 D
40-49 D 50-59 D 60+ D

Privacy

We take your privacy seriously. We have appointed SEC Newgate UK to assist us in carrying out this consultation. The consultant may collect the
following data from you if you choose to share it; your name, address, email and the contents of the feedback you have given. They record this
information about you for the purposes of asking for your views on the proposed East Stour Solar Farm. Your personal data will not be used for any
other purposes without your consent. At the end of the project, the consultant will remove your contact details from their information systems. If you
wish to review their privacy policy in more detail, please visit their website: secnewgate.co.uk
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Appendix 3 - Stakeholder outreach email (first consultation)

Good afternoon,

| am writing to let you know that our website for the proposed East Stour Solar Farm is now live.
It can be found here: East Stour Solar Farm | EDF Renewables (edf-re.uk)

East Stour Solar Farm

EDF Renewables is proposing a new solar farm on land south of the M20 and north-east of
Aldington, connecting to the National Grid at Sellindge Substation.

It would be capable of generating up to 49.9MW of renewable electricity. This is enough to
meet the equivalent needs of approximately 17,000 homes in the Borough of Ashford every
year.*

EDF Renewables, through its battery storage team Pivot Power, is also considering land
between the East Stour Solar Farm and Sellindge Substation for a battery energy storage
system.

First public consultation

We are carrying out our first public consultation at an early stage in the development of our
design. This will run until Monday 9 August 2021.

During this time, we welcome feedback through the form on our website, by email to
east.stour@edf-re.uk and in writing to FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, c/o SEC Newgate
UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE

For those without internet access, we can provide copies of the exhibition boards and feedback
form in hard copy. These are available on request by calling 0800 0194 576.

We are holding two online Q&A Sessions in webinar format on Saturday 17 July at 2:00pm
and Thursday 22 July at 7:00pm. You can register to join through our website or through the
links in this email.

Following the consultation we will consider the feedback received, refine our design and hold a
further public consultation in the Autumn of this year.

Meet with us

We would be happy to meet to discuss our proposals in further detail, either online or socially
distanced in person. If you would like to meet with us please get in touch using the contact
details above or at the end of this email.

Kind regards,

*Based on European Commission, Photovoltaic GIS (PVGIS-SARAH) initial site production
estimate and average domestic electricity consumption per Ashford Borough Council household
DBEIS, 2020). Numbers presented to three significant figures.
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Appendix 4 - Consultation website and Virtual Exhibition (first consultation)

s East Stour Solar Farm | EDF Rene X +

& c # edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour Y
Home EDF Renewables UK EDF Renewables Ireland
[
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%~ €DF
renewables

Visit the virtual exhibition

- 7 7

Introducing East Stour Solar Farm

EDF Renewables is proposing a new solar farm on land south of the M20 and north-east of Aldington, connecting to the National Grid at Sellindge

substation.

It would be capable of generating up to 49.9MW of renewable electricity. This is enough to meet the equivalent needs of approximately 17,000 homes

in the Borough of Ashford every year.!

The whole site totals approximately102ha (252 acres) — but this includes land that may be used for planting and biodiversity improvements as well as

solar panels.

1Based on European Commission, Photovoltaic GIS (PVGIS-SARAH) initial site production estimate and average domestic electricity consumption per Ashford Borough Council household

(DBEIS, 2020). Numbers presented to three significant figures.
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'+ EastStour Solar Farm | EDF Rene. X =+ o - X
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Find out more

We want your views while we are at an early stage in developing our proposals and are consulting until 9 August 2021. Under normal circumstances,
we would invite people living near the scheme to public exhibitions — but we have decided not to do so in this case due to the ongoing uncertainty

created by COVID 19.

We are making a range of other ways to find out more and respond to the consultation available. You can:

* View a virtual public exhibition. This presents more information about our proposals and how to take part in the consultation.
* Take part in an online Q&A session, currently scheduled for Saturday 17th July, 2:00pm and Thursday 22nd Jul, 7:00pm.
* Contact us directly on east.stour@edf-re.uk or 0800 0194 576.

v 'y
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Share your views

You can share your views by filling in the consultation questionnaire provided in the virtual public exhibition by the deadline of 9 August 2021.

You can also submit your response by email to east.stour@edf-re.uk or Freepost to East Stour Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-
AGBY, cfo SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V SDE.

Related links

Find ancther site
Contact us

EDF Renewables home

About us Work with us Legal information Emergency contacts

About EDF Renewables Interested in working with us? Website terms & conditions Want to report a proble
Contact us Life at EDF Privacy Notice and Policy Call us on: 0800 056 6650
Our structure Jobs at EDF Renewables & EDF Accessibility Email us at: info@edf-re.uk
Copyright statement
Tax Strategy Statement f¥in
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Wel
e The Solar Farm

+
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<3 East Stour Solar Farm | EDF Rene X (=) EDF Renewables - East Stour Sol- X 4

& > C A 3dwtech.co.uk/dashboard/edf-re/east-stour-solar/exhibition/

Environment
Connecting to the Grid

Leaflet Press Release
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secnewgate.co.uk




S€eCNewgate

Communications. Advocacy. Research.

'3 East Stour Solar Farm | EDF Rene X (=) EDF Renewables - East Stour Sol- X = o - X

&< > C A 3d h.co.uk hboard/edf-re/east-stour-solar/exhibition/ prd

Cle °

Construction

+

secnewgate.co.uk



S€eCNewgate

Communications. Advocacy. Research.

s EastStour Solar Farm | EDFRene X (=) EDF Renewables - East Stour Sol- X +

&« > C & 3dwtech.co.uk/dashboard/edf-re/east-stour-solar/exhibition/ o
raS)

&

secnewgate.co.uk




Appendix 5 - Exhibition boards (first consultation)
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WELCOME TO THIS
PUBLIC EXHIBITION
ABOUT EAST STOUR
SOLAR FARM.

ThE Is a proposal for a new solar farm on land south
of the M20 and north-east of Aldington, connecting to
the National Grid at Sellindge substation.

It would be capable of generating up to 49.9MW of
renewable electricity. This 5 enough to meet the
equivalent needs of approximately 17,000 homes In the
Borough of Ashford every year.!

We want to hear your views while we are at an
early stage In developing cur proposals. These will
Inform more detalled desigrs for the solar farm,
which we expect to present again later In the year
before submitting a planning application to
Ashford Borough Coundl.

This exhibition sets out more Information about
the proposaks and how you can share your views.

WHO ARE EDF
RENEWABLES?

The proposals for East Stour Solar Farm are being brought
forward by EDF Renewables. We have more than 25 years'
worth of experience In delivering renewable energy
projects In more than 20 countries around the world. In
the UK, we provide much needed new affordable low
carbon energy through 37 wind farms providing up to
1GW of capacity. Pivot Power Is part of EDF Renewables
and delivers battery energy storage.

As an organkation, we want to bulld flve times as much
low carbon generation as we already have and already
have a stronig pipeline of solar projects, Induding this one,
In England, Wales and Ireland.

For more information, please sea our website:
wvawv.edf-re.uk

1 Based on Europ2an Commission, Photovoltak GIS (PVGIS-SARAH) Initial site
preduction estimate and average domestic electricity corsumption per Ashford
Borough Councll household (DBEIS, 2020). Numbers presentad to three
significant figures.
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The Need

The UK is undergoing a major change
in the way it meets its energy needs.

The Government has set a target of reaching net-zero carbon emissions
by 2050. This means phasing out older forms of power generation like
ooal and finding new, renewable, sources of ensrgy.

Solar Is a tried and tested way of helping to meet this need. In May last
year, it met 11% of the countrys demand for electricity? East Stour
solar Farm & one of a numbser of new solar farms we are bringing
forward across the country to help achleve net zero emissions.

& solar farm of this size could generate enough renewable energy for the
equivalent of approsmately 17,000 homes In the Borough of Ashford 2
and offset approximately 16,100 tonnes of carbon emissions every year. *

17,000 16,100

Approximate number of homes 2 solar farm of this size could
in the Borough of Ashford that  ©ffset approximately 16,100
could be powerad by 3 solar tonnes of carbon emissions
famm of this size. every year.

2 httpsutwnans. theguardian comensironment2 02 1/may 1/global-renewabla-energy-
Industry-grew-at-fastest-rate-sinca- 1999-last-year

3 Basad on European Commission, Photovoltaic GIS (PYGIS-SARAH) Initial site
production estimate and awerage domestic eleciricity consumption per Ashford
Borough Councll household (DBEIS, 20200, Numbers presented to three significant
figures.

4 Basad on UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting

(DBEIS, 2021)
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The site

proposed site.

102ha (252 aaes) - but this

planting a2nd blodiversity
Improvements as well as
solar panels.

— Propased East Stour Solar Farm site
— Site under consideration for energy storage system
© Coomn Copyngit. Al sgben rmverved, 2071 Licerce sumber 0100031673

The East Stour Solar Farm site is
located across several flelds south
of the M20 motorway. The HS1

rathway line passes between the
northern and central fields of the

The whole site totals approximately

Includes land that may be used for

S FSELLINGY

The site Is also adjzcent to the
existing Sellindge substation, where
It Is posstble to connect with the
National Grid. There are no
historic, ecological or landscape
designations within the site. These
factors make It an excellent location
for a new solar farm.

EDF Renewables, through Its
battery energy storage team

Pivot Power, Is also considering land
between the East Stour Solar Farm
and Sellindge Substation for 2

battery energy storage system.
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The Solar Farm

We are at an early stage in developing our proposals. At this stage, we are
able to present Information about the site and the type of development
we are propasing.

We are not yet able to share detalfed design information, such as the
location of panels. Following this consultation, we will consider your
feedback, develop cur design further, Incorporate the results of various
assessments and present an update later in the year.

How do solar farms work?

Solar farms use photovoitalc (PV) panels to generate electricity from the
sun. These will be mounted on the ground In rows. While we do not
know where exactly the panels will be located, we would typically expect
10 use 30% of a sites area for the panek themselves.

The panels will be mounted on a frame and set at an angle of around

20 degress facing approximately south. Together, the mounted panels will
be no more than 3 metres In helght. There will be gaps In the rows to
allow us to access and maintain them.

What else will be on the site?

The panels require several pleces of Infrastructure to support them,
these Include:

Inverters: these convert the direct current (DC) electricity generated
by the panels to the alternating current {AC) used In transmission

and distribution

Transformers: these change the voltage of the electricity generated
to that at the point of grid connection

Welfare cabin: for visiting maintenance staff

Stores: for spare parts; and

Substation: A combination of electrical disconnect switches, fuses or
circurt breakers used to control, protect and isolate electrical equipment.

There will also be 2 two metre high perimeter deer fence and
CCTV cameras to protect the PV panels from theft, as well as access
tracks. There will be no lighting within the site.

S€CNewgate
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— C30ke route

— Proposed £ast Stour Solar Farm site

— Site under considaration for energy storage systermn

© Crown Copynight. AR rights resanvod, 7021 Licence nember 0100031673

Connecting to the grid

East Stour Solar Farm will connect to the Natlonal Grid at Seliindge
substation. This will Involve an underground cable between the three
areas of the site, with a final cable running underground between the
northern area and the Seflindge substation. This cable will run beneath
the site west of Church Lane that Is being considered for battery energy
storage by Pivot Power.

We currently expect the battery energy storage to come forward as a
separate planning application but recognise that they are related and
will share a common grid connection. We will be making sure that both
schemes can be bullt separately and there are no additional Impacts as a
result of developing both schemes.

National Grid Seflindge Substation

S€CNewgate
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Environment

We carefully consider the environmental
characteristics of a potential site when
preparing proposals for a solar farm.

This Involves carrying out sunveys and assessments to understand
potential Impacts from development and any need for mitigation
measures. In the case of East Stour Solar Farm:

> There are no historic, ecological landscape designations In the site
area. We are carrying out surveys to identify habitats and specles on
the site.

> A part of the site Is Identifled by the Environment Agency as
presenting a flood risk. We are carrying out a flood risk assessment
and will prepare a surface water drainage plan as part of our
planning application.

> The northern fleld Is crossed by 2 public right of way, while public
rights of way ako run along the boundary of several other fields. we
will take these Into account when deveioping the layout of East Stour
Solar Farm.

> Existing trees and hedgerows will help screen the solar farm from view.
We will enhance blodiversity on the site through measures such as
planting grass margins, wildflowers and hedgerows and Installing bee
hives. Overall, we are committed to creating a net gain In blodiversity
at the site.

> The land Is currently used for agriculture and could continue to be
farmed. There Is room underneath and around the panels for
grazing sheep.

> Solar development Is reversible — typically, solar farms have an
operational period of 40 years. The land can be used for farming again
at the end of the schemes lifetime. EDF Renewables wouid be
required by planning conditions to decommission the solar farm and
remove the panels at the end of its operating life.

secnewgate.co.uk



Construction

Bullding East Stour Sofar Farm will take approximately 9 months. There
would be a temporary compound for storage, worker welfare fadlities
and a site office during thi period.

installing the PV panels Involves pushing thelr mounting structures Into
the ground. We may ako need to dig trenches In some areas to Install the
cable and sofar statlons, which will be on small foundatiors. In areas of
archaeological sensltivity, surface mounted foundations could be used.

We will prepare a Construction Management Pian and agree this with
Ashford Borough Coundl. This will set out how we will manage
construction traffic. As part of It, we will set out that no corstruction
traffic will be permitted through Aldington.

Operations

While East Stour Solar Farm Is operational, activity across the site would
be minimal and largely restricted to monitoring, maintenance and
management of the site

Monitonng would be done remotely. Checks will typically take piace
monthly, with staff accessing the site In a light vehide.

We value your feedback and would welcome any thoughts or
questions you have. Please use the detals on the "Next Steps’ board to
get In touch and we will come back to you.

S€CNewgate
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Community

EDF Renewables Is an expertenced and considerate developer. We are
committed to working with the community to deliver as many benefits
as possible.

We expect to put In place 3 community fund for the 40-year lifetime of
the project. This would be a maximum of £20,000 annually - the total
fund amount would depend on the final size of the project should It galn
planning permission.

As well as helping meet the urgent need for new renewable energy
generation, our proposals will also deliver a net gain In blodiversity.
Resting the soll from Intensive farming practices for the lifetime of the
scheme would also help Improve its quality.

S€CNewgate
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Thank you for taking the time to view this virtual exhibastion. We
are happy to answer any questions and recaive your feedback on

our proposals.

Next steps

> The consultation closes on 9 August 202 1. Plaase share your views
with us before then,

> Following the consultation, we will carefully corsider all of the
comments we recelve, update our plans, and presant a more detafiad
design in Autumn 2021

> We alm to subma a pianning application to Ashford Sorough Councll
Iater in the year.

If Exst Stour Solar Farm received planning permission, we would expect to
begin construction In 2022 and for this to take around 9 months

How to share your views?
You can share your views by filling in the consultation questionnaire
provided on this website by the deadine of 9 August 2021

You can also submit your response by emall to east. stour@edf-re.uk or
Freepost to East Stour Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference
RTRB-LUUJ-AGAY, 0o SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower,

50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V SDE.

Contact us
Emad: east stour@edf-re.uk
Phone: 0800 0194 576

Take part In online Q&A sessions, currently scheduled for
Saturday 17th July, 2:00pm and Thursday 22nd July,

7:00pm. You can register to take part at our website:
www edf-re.uk/renewables/ieast-stour

S€CNewgate
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Appendix 6 - Online and print advertisements (second consultation)

Public Consultation

EDF Renewables is proposing a new solar farm on land south of the M20 and north-east of
Aldington. We are holding a second round of consultation and are consulting until
29 November 2021.

We are hosting two public exhibition events on the following dates:

Aldington Village Hall, The Corner, Roman Road, Aldington, Ashford TN25 7EE

Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall, Bircholt Forstal, Lees Road, Brabourne, Ashford TN25 SLF

Public Consultation

ECF Renewables Is proposing

a naw solar famm connecting

to Thl':' Hatlclngl G nd at J’.l:"l'lgll:ll'l 'I.']"-'ﬂ;ll! Hall, The Cofmer,
':.. ||.| r.:jq.:- substation - Roman Road, Aldinglio

~eliindge 5Uhs ‘ Ashitord TM2S 7EE

Wa are hosting two public

exhibition events on the Brabourne and Smeeth Viilage Hal,
following dates: orstal L

shiord TH25 SLE

Find out more:
edf-re.ukfrenewablesfeast-stour
east.stour@edf-re uk

0800 0194 576

Find out more

edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour
east.stour@edf-re.uk
08000194 576

J
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Appendix 7 - Consultation newsletter (second consultation)
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EAST STOUR SOLAR FARM -
PUBLIC CONSULTATION

EDF Rerewables & proposing a new
solar farm on land south of the M20 and
north-east of Aldington, connecting to
the National Grid at Sellindge substation.

Second public consultation

Following on from our first public corsultation earller this year, we are now consulting on our

detalled design proposak.

What Is proposed?

East Stour Solar Farm would use photoveltalc
(PV) panels to generate electricity from the sun.
These would be mounted on the ground in rows
and set at an angle of around 20 degrees. The
PV panels would have a maximum helght

of 3 metres and gaps between the rows. The
site itself would be surrounded by a 2 metre
high deer fence with a fleld gate at the

site entrance.

EDF Renewables’ battery storage team, Fivot
Power, Is bringing forward a battery energy
storage system on land Immediately to the

wast of the substation. This will come forward
as a separate planning application. We are
considering the potential Impacts of each of the
schemes together.

Who are EDF Renewables?

why here?

We belleve that this Is an excellent site for solar
development. The site k located close to the
paint of grid connection and existing
Infrastructure at Sellindge substation.

The site & ako sultably sunny, enabling
effident energy generation.

Our amended plars avol areas of high flood
risk along the East Stour river, and avold
features of particular ecological value.

We have arranged site tracks to minimie the
disruption to Church Lane - exiting the
highway as close to the rallway line a5 possible
and crossing Church Lane once at a paint with
appropriate visibility.

We are also proposing to locate the panels 5
close as possible to the existing electricity
Infrastructure, the M20 and the rallway line.

EDF Renewables s a leading renewable energy developer and operator In the UK.
For more Information, please see our website: edf-re.uk

secnewgate.co.uk



Our Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

Based upon the feedback we received

during the first round of consultation, and
our engagement with officers at Ashford
Borough Councll, we have been carrying out
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).
This assasses the Impact of our propasaks on
the environment, Identifles significant Impacts
(both positive and negative) and ensures that
these are considered In the deckion-making
process.

Our detalled design

Since the previous consultation we have
updated our design to Include the following
changes:

o Setting the solar panek back from
nelghbouring properties

« Introducing areas for new wildlife habitats
within the scheme boundary

 Pladng solar panels In areas of the site with
less visual Impact from local heritage assets

Find out more and share your views
To view our site layout and updated
maps, please visit our virtual exhibition
at edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

or attend one of our public exhibition
events.

You can akso contact us by aling
Freephone 0200 0194 576 or by emaling
eaststour@edf-re.uk

S€CNewgate
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Please find detalls of our public
exhibition events below:

Tuesday 2 November,

3:30pm to 7:30pm

Aldington Wilage Hall, The Corner,
Roman Road, Aldington,

Ashford TN25S 7EE

Wednesday 3 November,

2:30pm to 6:30pm

Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall,
Bircholt Forstal, Lees Road, Braboumne,
Ashford TN25 SLF

We are consdous of the current public
health situation. Hand sanitizer and
masks will be made avallable, although
not mandatory. It may be necessary to
limit access to the venues at particularly
busy times to ensure appropriate soclal
distandng and we appreciate your
understanding should there be a short
walt before you can enter.

You can respond to our consultation by
Filling In our consultation questionnalre and
posting It by Freepost to:

East Stour Solar Farm corsultation,
FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY,

/o SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower,
50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V SDE.

Filling In our online questionnalre on our
project website:
edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour
Emalling us your response to
east.stour@edf-re.uk

Please submit your rasponse prior to

the consuftation deadline of Monday
29 November 2021. Following the
consultation, we will corsider the
feadback that we receive and will further
refine our proposals, We will then
submit a planning application to

Ashford Borough Coundl. We expect
this to happen by the end of 2021.

secnewgate.co.uk



Consultation Questionnaire
Flease only answer the questions that you want to.

We recommend that you view our virtual exhibition at edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour
or attend one of our public exhibitions before completing this quastionnalre.

Please return this questionnaire to

East stour Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference RTRE-LUL-AGEY, 0o SEC Newgate UK,
Sky Light City Toweer, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V SDE.

The consultation deadline Is Monday 29 November.

1. The project
Q1 Do you support our proposals for East Stowr Solar Farm?

fes |:| Mo |:| nsure D

02 Flease use the space below to explain your answer to the previous guestion.

03 Do you have any comments on our design for East Stour Solar Farm?

Q4 Do you hawve any comments on our Envircnmental Impact Assessment (EWA) a0ty ?

S€CNewgate

Communications. Advocacy. Research.

secnewgate.co.uk



S€CNewgate

Communications. Advocacy. Research.

05 Are there any changes that youw would lke us to make In advance of submitting
our planning application?

06 Please provide any other comments that you have below.

4. About yourself If you're local please provide your postoode, so we can
Do you live locally? analyse whether we're reaching local people.

w[] e[
Are you respanding a5 3 representative of any organisation o group?

Yo |:| N |:| If so, wihidh organisation?

what age category do you fall Into?

20-79 |:| 30-39 |:| 40-49 |:|
BO-ED |:| 70-79 |:| B+ |:|

secnewgate.co.uk
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Appendix 8 - Images of Aldington public exhibition event
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Appendix 9 - Consultation website and Virtual Exhibition (second consultation)

Home EDF Renewables UK EDF Renewables Ireland

s
S €eDF

renewables

§ s

e virtual exhibition

East Stour Solar Farm — Second public consultation

Earlier this year, we introduced our proposals for East Stour Solar Farm and held an initial public consultation. We are grateful to everyone who took
the time to share their feedback with us. We are now consulting on our detailed design proposals ahead of submitting a planning application to

Ashford Borough Council later this year.

Having reviewed the feedback received during our first consultation, we have incorporated the following details into our design:

« Setting the solar panels back from neighbouring properties
* Introducing areas for new wildlife habitats within the scheme boundary
« Placing solar panels in areas of the site with less visual impact from local heritage assets

Visit the virtual exhibition

secnewgate.co.uk
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Find out more

We want your views on our updated proposals and are consulting until 29 November 2021.
We are making a range of other ways to find out more and respond to the consultation available. You can:

» View a virtual public exhibition using the links on this page. This presents more information about our proposals (including our latest site plans) and
how to take part in the consultation.

= Visit one of our public exhibition events that we are holding in the area at the below dates and times —

Tuesday 2 November, 3:30pm to 7:30pm
Aldington Village Hall, The Corner, Roman Road, Aldington, Ashford TN25 7EE

Wednesday 3 November, 2:30pm to 6:30pm
Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall, Bircholt Forstal, Lees Road, Brabourne, Ashford TN25 5LF

= Contact us directly on east.stour@edf-re.uk or 0800 0194 576.

secnewgate.co.uk
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Welcome Our Location ‘

Feedback Form
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The Solar Farm Environmental Impact Assessment

+

Leaflet Press Release

4

Feedback Form

At hanans adf va il fea Wlaclanct cbmnel
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/

Landscape and Visual Impact Heritage and Ecology

+ +

Feedback Form
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Construction and Operations Next Steps

Community

- + =

Contact Us

A\

Feedback Form
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Appendix 10 - Virtual exhibition boards (second consultation)

J
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WELCOME TO THIS PUBLIC
EXHIBITION ABOUT EAST
STOUR SOLAR FARM

1. Based on European Commission, Photovoltaic GIS (PVGIS-SARAH) intial ste
production estimate and average domestic slectrcity consumption per Ashfard
Eorough Council household (DBEIS, 2020) Numbers presentad to three
significant ligures
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Since the last consultation

We are grateful to everyone who took part in the first round of
consultation, We received 254 indwidual feedback responses, with a
majonty expressing support for both renewable energy generation in
Kent and solar farm development in general

Common general themes raised included:
s Support for the pnncple of new solar energy generation
e  Concern about the impact of climate change

And specifically regarding this proposal:
¢ Concern about the potential loss of agricultural land

* A desie for the scheme to consider local heritage assets

e Support for creating and maintaining walking routes

* A preference to offset the visual impact of the scheme
through natural screening and design

e Support for measures designed to provide ecological
enhancements for local wildiife

This has resulted in the following
updates to the proposed design:

e Setting the sofar panels back from neighbouring properties

¢ introducing areas for new wildiife habitats within the
scheme boundary

*  Placing solar panels in areas of the site with less visual impact from
local hentage assets

S€CNewgate
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— Propased East Stowr Solar Farm site

— Sie under consideration for Danlery energy SIOMEe System

Our location

We are proposing a new solar
farm to help meet the country’s
need for low carbon energy.

The site fenced area s
approxamately 92ha and the site
could generate up to 49.9MW of
renswable energy. This would
meet the grid connection capacity
that we have secured at

Sellindge substation.

The site has continued to evolve
during the assessment phase and
our updated design avoids areas of

Site selection

We believe that thes s an excellent
site for solar development. The site
is located close to the point of grid
connection and existing
infrastructure at Sellindge
substation. The site is also

suitably sunny, enabling efficient
energy generation.

We recognise that agricultural land
is an important resource, which was
reflected in the feedback we
received. We are proposing 3
scheme that mimimises use of
high-grade agricultural land.

high flood risk along the East Stour
river, and avoids features of
particular ecological value. We have
arranged site tracks to minimise the
disruption to Church Lane - exiting
the highway as close to the railway
fine as possible and crossing Church
Lane at a single point with
appropnate visibility. We have
located the panels as close as been
possible to the existing electricity
infrastructure, the M20 and the
raifway line.

It is also important to note that the
schemne & temporary and will not
result in @ permanent loss of
agricultural land, and the sails il
be in a better condition having
been taken out of intensive
production, The solar farm is
proposed to have an operating

life of 40 years. At the end of the
scheme's operating life, we would
be required by the conditions of our
planning permission 1o
decommission the scheme,
removing the solar panels and
associated infrastructure.

S€CNewgate
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The Solar Farm

We have continued to refine our
design since our initial consultation
earlier this year. This has included
changes such as setting back from
neighbouring properties and
creating new wildlife habitats on
site, We can now present more
detziled information on the key
components of Fast Stour Solar Farm,

The proposed East Stour Solar Farm
would be across three arcas: one
betwsen the M20 molorway and
HS1 railway line to the west of the
Sellindge substation, one to the
west of Church Lane to the scuth
of the H51 railway line and cne to
the east of Church Lane bordering
the existing solar farm.

EDF Renewszble’s battery storage

team, Pivat Power, is bringing
forward a proposal for a new

Scheme masterplan

battery energy storage system
{BESS) to the immediate west of
Sellindge substation. The two
projects are being brought forward
separataly and each can he
celivered without the other. If both
are constructed they would share a
grid connection 1o ensure efficiency.
The assessments we have
undertaken are cumulative and
ensure that the two projects take
account of one ancther.

Within our site boundary, around
50% of the land would be used for
solar PV panels, with the remainder
used for spaaing between panels,
planted with wild flower meadow
seed mix, tracks and the associated
site cabins and cabinets (0.02%).

To view our full masterplan, please click on the plans pack in the virtual
exhibition or ask a member of the team &t a public exhibition,

Indicative dimensions of the scheme elements are given in the

table helow.

Panels each 2.173m x 1.305m,
mounted at approximately 20°
with a maximum height of 3.0m

Inverters each 1.035m x 0.365m x 0.7m

Transformers each 3mx 2m x 2.5m 7

Storage Unit

6mx 3m x 3m

Substation cabinet 6m x 3m X 3m

Welfare cabin

emx 3mx 3m

Spares container  ©m X 3m x 3m

We have secured a grid connection at Sellindge substation. Given the
short distance to the substation, we are propcsing to use underground
cabling to join the solar areas together with the substation to the sast.

S€CNewgate
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Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)

Based upon the feedback we received during the first round of
consultation, and our engagement with Ashford Borough Council, we
have been carrping out an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for
this project. This assesses the impact of our proposals on the
environment, identifies potential significant impacts (both positive
and negative) and ensures that these are considered in the
decision-making process.

The findings of our assessments have helped inform the site design
presented at this round of consultation

All our assessments will be submitted in the form of an Envwronmental
Statement a5 part of our planning appiication to Ashford Borcugh
Counal. Upon submission, the Council will run its own consultation

on our proposals.

We have summarised our findings to date on landscape and visual impact,
heritage, and ecology on the following boards

l — l l """" ] R

: . oa '

Scoping Scoplng BA B montoring |
Example of the EIA Process
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Landscape and Visual Impact

Landscape and views
Our design seeks to minimise the scheme’s impacts on our neighbours
and the surrounding environment.

This has included working with a landscape architect to design a layout
that best fits within the local landscape, terrain and screening and
responds to the feedback that we recewed.

‘We have refined our design to set the scheme back from the edge of

fields and neighbouring properties. We are proposing to lncate inverters
and transformers away from the site boundary 10 minimise any noise
impacts from the site during operations

The scheme design will also mclude a regime of planting to appropriately
screen the scheme infrastructure from certain viewpoints,

As part of our planning application that we will submit to
Ashiord Borough Council, we will include detailed analysis of viewpoints
that we have agreed with the Council

S€CNewgate
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Heritage and Ecology

Heritage

The feedback that we received in the first round of consultation
highlighted the need 1o consider heritage assets in the scheme design,
such as St Martin's Church in Aldington

Our apphcation will include a full assessment of the scheme's heritage
impacts both in terms of archasology on the site and other features in
the landscape. The need to protect these assets will continue to guide the
content of our DIOpOsals

A detailed geophysical scan of the site was undertaken over a number of
fy specific below-ground anomalies. Where analysis
suggests there may be sensitive archaeological features, we can use
surface mounted foundations to avoid disturbing the ground

weeks to idents

Ecology and biodiversity

We are committed to improving the local enwironment through the
development of East Stour Solar Farm and are aiming to achweve a
bicdiversity net gain

The principal ecological benefit is the removal of the site from intensive
farming and the planting of wildflower meadow across the site
Additionally, there will be hedge planting and the installation of bat

and bird boxes

The site secunity fence will have a gap at its base to allow small mammals
ta pass through and larger gaps will be located at established badger

commuting pomnts

We wall continue to consult with local authorities and conservation groups
as we refine our proposals for submussion

S€CNewgate
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Construction and Operations

Managing construction

Should East Stour Solar Farm receive planning permission, we
antiopate starting work on site in 2022, with the aim of completing
testing and becoming operational by 2023, The construction phase will
take up 10 9 months to complete

We know that construction can be disruptive, and therefore we
are proposing several measures to reduce the impact on the
local community:

*  We are working with Kent County Counail to develop our proposals
for managing construction traffic. Our application will include a
Construction Traffic Management Plan detailing our proposals for
transporting materials and the workforce 10 and from site
during construction

« Dunng construction, we are proposing to access the site only from
the north of Church Lane. Thes is to limit disruption to pecple iving
n Church Lane and Aldington to the south of the proposed scheme
This will be a condition on all workers and contractors

= We will establish a construction compound on site between the
M20 and the HS1 rallway line. From here we would unload any large
equipment to transport it south on to the other sites

*  We will provide clear poants of contact dunng both construction and
operations 1o ensure that any problems can be promptly reported
and resolved

Operations

We invest and remain involved in projects for the long term. EDF
Renewables oversees its progects during their operating lives, Should we
obtan planning consent, we would oversee the site during its operating
life and where possible partner with local contractors for

ongoing site management

Decommissioning

We anticipate that the scheme's operational lifetime would be 40 years
This would be secured as a condition of our planning consent and after
this time, the scheme would be decommissioned

During decommissioning, we will seek to recycle as much of the scheme
infrastructure as possible, taking advantage of the rapidly advancing
technology in this field to maximise the scheme’s net enwircnmental
benefits

S€CNewgate
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Community

Community engagement

We are committed to making a positive impact in the communities in
which we operate. If the project were to become operational,

EDF Renewables would put in place a dedicated community fund
during the scheme’s operating life. This will be £20,000 a year.

We would like Lo see the funding allocsted by the local community, and
should we receive planning consent, we will ciscuss this with
community representatives.

Safety

EDF Renewables UK is an experienced operator of renewable energy
projects. EDF Renewables and Pivot Power take safety extremely seriously
and, if consented, each project would incorporate safety features into its
design to minimise any risks

S€CNewgate
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Next Steps

Thank you for taking the time to attend this exhibition about our
proposals for East Stour Solar Farm

This second consultation is taking place between 26 October and
29 November 2021, Wi
consultation as possible. The comments v

want as many pe

e 10 lake part in the

the application that we wall submit to Ashford Borough Council
We expect to submit our application by the end of 2021

Once we have submitted our application, Ashford Borough Council will
carry out its own consultation on our proposals. The application would

then be determéned by the F!.yv‘mrn'_) Committe

You can find out more by:
* Visiting our dedicated project website: edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour
10 vieww our virtual exhibetion and consuitation documents

By attending one of our public exhibitions

Tuesday 2 November, 3:30pm to 7:30pm

Aldington Village Hall, The Corner, Roman Road, Aldington,
Ashtord TN25 7EE

Wednesday 3 November 2:30pm to 6:30pm

Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall, Bircholt Forstal, Lees Road,
Brabourne, Ashford TN25S 5LF

Contacting us on our freephone number 0800 0194 576 or by
emailing us at east.stour@edf-re.uk

You can respond to our consultation by:

* Filling i our consultation questionnaire and posting it by
Freepost to: East Stour Solar Farm consultation, FREEPOST reference
RTRB-LUUJ-AGRBY, c/o SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower,
S0 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V SDE

Filling in our online questionnaire on our project website
edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour
Emailing us your response 10 east.stour@edf-re.uk

Please submit your response prior to the consultation deadline of
29 November 2021

eceive will continue to inform

S€CNewgate
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Appendix 11 - Stakeholder outreach email (second consultation)

| hope that this email finds you well. We will shortly be launching the second round of public
consultation on our proposals for East Stour Solar Farm.

We wanted to get in touch in advance of our newsletter landing to let you know and to invite
you to a preview session with the project team ahead of our exhibitions.

We plan to hold public events at the following dates and times:

¢ Tuesday 2" November 3:30pm to 7:30pm at Aldington Village Hall, The Corner,
Roman Road, Aldington, Ashford TN25 7EE

e Wednesday 3" November 2:30pm to 6:30pm at Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall,
Bircholt Forstal, Lees Road, Brabourne, Ashford TN25 5LF

As was the case with our previous consultation, we will also be making copies of the
consultation materials available online at www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour alongside a
digital feedback form. The latest information will be on the website from tomorrow.

We will be holding a dedicated preview event for councillors in advance of each
exhibition: from 2:30pm to 3:30pm at Aldington Village Hall on 2" November and from
1:30pm to 2:30pm at Brabourne and Smeeth Village Hall on 3" November.

If you plan to attend either, do let me know.

If you are unable to attend either event, we would very much like to meet with you to discuss our
latest proposals. Do let me know if you would like to meet and we can look to arrange a suitable
date and time either virtually or in person.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

secnewgate.co.uk


http://www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

Appendix 12 - Plans of Scheme design included within virtual exhibition (second consultation)
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East Stour Solar Farm '~ eDF

The site was identified from its proxamity 1o available grid connection capacity al the Sellindge
substation, Environmental and technical factors such as flood zones, existing infrastructure and land
use were considered in the subsequent design of the layout,

The dotailed site design process has Inoorporated constrants
identified by through consultation and the environmenta!
assessments. In particular, the proposad layoul was nformed by

mubﬂnomhdmtdhpamlmamloMquvhwhm
* avording areas at risk of flooding.

mlvoidmgw and accommodating the existing infrastructure crossing
* footpaths, and

* praviding separation betwaen the solar larm and its neighbours.
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East Stour Solar Farm <
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Visualisations g;ept-m

lunction of Footpaths AE459 and AE4AS) near Lower Park Farm

- - e e

Footpath AEAT? near Grove Caottage, Aldingtor

. - -

Bt o fo e
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Ecological Enhancements

In addition ta the renewable anergy generalion benofts, and associated savings in Carbon Dioxide
and other greenhouse gas emissions, the East Stour solar farm will Bring a number of other ecoogical

bonelils

Meadow planting

As shown an the peopased planfing plan, (hera will be speces-nch

wilcl Pordpr magndow Craaled around. undering Bitwedn 1he solar
panets, providieg babiat for birds and Insects The planted arsas will be
managed wih gutling af gppeoonao Himos.of 1he yoor

Hedge pla‘htlng and improvements

In gddition to the abavy, o senes ol new and regenerated hedgorows
atgﬁﬂxmu within (he layout. The species mix 10 be wllised wil be
dmotEsod with Ashiard Borough Councll but will compriss local native
wt‘u sopropnai o the local solls

Other ecological enhancements

The fr\‘.(k&']w mm'syu Nave informes! 8 serel of furlher pmpar..g(]
habitat ennancemant measures Ingluding sky Mk nesting plots, bed and
Bt boxes 88 well 88 Bug hoted’ hatitat 10 encourage and Suppon local
natvo beg and othar invertobrate populations,
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The document and the material contained in it is the property of SEC Newgate UK and is given to you on the understanding that
such material and the ideas, concepts and proposals expressed in it are the intellectual property of SEC Newgate UK and protected
by copyright. It is understood that you may not use this material or any part of it for any part of it for any reason unless we have

entered into a further agreement for its use. The document is provided to you in confidence and on the understanding it is not
disclosed to anyone other than those of your employees who need to evaluate it.
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